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l^iere is no more politicizing experience for a United States 
citizen than finding that they live next to one of the estimated 
130,340 toxic waste sites scattered across the country. Usually 
the people living near these sites have lower middle class 
incomes at best. They have always held down jobs, paid taxes, 
and sent their sons to fight their country's wars. Then they 
discover they are being poisoned in their homes. The resulting 
struggle to save their children and protect their neighborhoods 
gives them a glimpse of the real structures of power and 
privilege in the society they had always believed in. 

"I don't trust the system anymore. I really don't," said 
Donna Robbins of Woburn. "I think what it boils down to is a 
lot of people sitting there being paid to sit behind a desk." 

After Robbins' son died of Leukemia she joined 8 of her 
neighbors in a class action suit against W.R. Grace & Co. and 
the Beatrice Corporation. The Woburn plaintiffs said that the 
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two corporations had polluted their drinking water. A jury let 
Beatrice off the hook (during their ongoing appeal the 
Woburn plaintiffs discovered Beatrice had hidden key 
evidence) but found that Grace had in fact poured used 
industrial solvents into a wetlands that fed one of Woburn's 
wells. But then the judge hearing the case set aside that 
verdict. With their attorney facing bankruptcy, theWoburn 
plaintiffs agreed to accept an $8 million dollar settlement from 
Grace. Then, shortly after the settlement, the regional office of 
the Federal Environmental Protection Agency finally released 
a study showing properties owned by both companies had in 
fact been sources of pollution to the groundwater. 

That incident is typical of the EPA’s involvement in local 
battles over toxic waste. Portraying itself as impartial, the EPA 
ends up shielding the polluters and opposing citizens fighting 
to clean up the environment. Typically it's women who lead 
grassroots campaigns against toxic pollution. And typically the 
local EPA officials dismiss them as crazy housewives who must 
be placated. At Love Canal, Lois Gibbs and a groups of her 
neighbors resorted to holding two EPA officials hostage to force 
the Federal government to pay to evacuate the families most 
in danger. 

Now, hundreds of such battles have spawned a citizens' 
toxics movement that is probably the best hope for grassroots 
democracy remaining in the United States. But this 
movement faces a network of polluters and hazardous waste 
contractors that force government regulators to negotiate 
clean-up deals that don't protect human health or the 
environment. 

Two national organizations spearhead the grassroots 
anti-toxic movement. Through the National Toxics Campaign, 
headquartered in Boston, and the Citizen's Clearinghouse for 
Hazardous Waste near Washington D.C. people fighting toxic 
pollution in their neighborhoods can find support and allies. 
The grassroots toxics movement claims several important 
successes, the most important of these was the lobbying that 
contributed to the 1986 reforms of the Federal Superfund toxic 
waste clean up program. But though that law theoretically 
allowed grassroots anti-pollution activists into the toxic waste 
clean up process, the Superfund program has remained at 
best a slow-moving bureacracy that favors the wealth and 
sophistication of polluters at the expense of the health of 
citizens, and at worst a forum for scandals. 

For example, the toxics movement helped force EPA to 
create the Technical Assistance Grant Program in 1986. The 
TAG program allows citizens living near a toxic waste site to 
receive grants of up to $50,000 to examine the data about 
pollution that the EPA assembles prior to deciding on a clean 
up strategy. But it took the EPA more than a year to propose 
rules for implementing the TAG program, and the rules the 
EPA produced covered 73 pages with agency jargon and 
required that citizen groups produce matching funds equal to 
35% of the grant request, even though Congress had only 
required a 20 percent contribution. 

The TAG program has since become a forum for two 
scandals. In Jacksonville Arkansas, where Hercules Chemical 
Co. and Vertac manufactured Agent Orange during the 
Vietnam war, the EPA awarded a grant to study a Superfund 
site to a sham group organized by the polluters despite the fact 
that a legitimate citizen group had also applied for the TAG 
grant. The EPA later withdrew the grant from the polluter's 
front group after an Arkansas newspaper revealed the scandal. 


At the Rocky Mountain Arsenal site near Denver Colorado 
Region, 8 EPA officials offered to help local toxics activists fill 
out the complex TAG application, if the group agreed to stop 
working with National Toxics Campaign organizers. The 
citizens refused that offer. 

These sort of scandals are not isolated instances. They 
reflect the reality of a new government /business revolving 
door exactly like the one that joins the defense department to 
its contractors. At the EPA, government service too often 
means gaining experience and developing contacts that can 
lead to lucrative employment with the private sector, the 
polluters. 

The epitome of this process is the career of William 
Ruckelshaus. After helping build the EPA under Nixon, 
Ruckleshaus returned to the agency in 1983 to help rebuild it 
after Reagan appointee Anne Gorsuch's successful effort to 
gut the EPA's regulatory capability. But Ruckelshaus has since 
proved himself godfather to the fast growing hazardous waste 
management industry, which has no interest in ending the 
toxic waste crisis, only in profiting from it. 

After leaving the EPA Ruckelshaus operated a consulting 
firm, William D. Ruckelshaus and Associates. Ruckelshaus 
tried to use the firm to discredit the new pro-citizen provisions 
of the 1986 Superfund law. Most importantly, Ruckelshaus and 
his corporate clients wanted to rid Superfund of the doctrine of 
joint and several liability. This is a powerful enforcement tool 
which makes any single polluter potentially liable for all the 
clean up costs at a Superfund site, thus taking away any 
incentive polluting corporations may have had to cover for 
each other. An environmental group disrupted Ruckelshaus's 
effort by leaking to the press minutes of a meeting where 
Ruckelshaus discussed his true intentions — to soften the 
financial threat toxic waste posed to polluters and their 
insurance companies. But Ruckelshaus' reputation did not 
suffer. He soon garnered a new job as CEO of waste 
management giant Browning Ferris Industries with a reported 
starting salary of $1 million. 

This revolving door between the EPA and polluting 
industries is now business as usual. Corporate ads for 
environmental engineers routinely ask for a few years 
regulatory experience. Lew Crampton, EPA’s Assistant 
Administrator for Community Affairs, summed up the 
experience of the typical EPA Superfund site manager: "Most 
of the time our people are 2 or 3 years out of engineering 
school negotiating with someone with 5 or 6 years as a 
contractor who probably worked for the EPA before that." Ted 
Smith, an attorney who is trying to force the EPA to make IBM, 
Hewlett Packard and other high tech firms clean up several 
toxic waste sites that are polluting Silicon Valley's limited 
groundwater supply, echoed Crampton's comments: 'The EPA 
gets these young people right out of college and after a few 
years they go to industry," said Smith. 

The result is that the EPA field workers often become de 
facto allies of the polluters and the waste management 
contractors who will be their most lucrative potential future 
employers. "The EPA treats citizens as they treat polluters, just 
another interest group, but when it comes to the technical 
tasks of cleaning up pollution the EPA is so understaffed they 
sit down with the polluters to smooth the process along," said 
Bill Walsh, a Greenpeace lobbyist. 


Certainly in the early days of the U.S. efforts to grapple with 
toxic waste there was some truth to the argument that people 
living near waste sites were not well informed about the actual 
hazards they faced and so tended to exagerate their fears. But 
the EPA's policy of hiding behind jargon and minimizing the 
possible dangers from toxic waste, activists call this "linguistic 
detoxification," did little to instill confidence in frightened 
people. The toxics movement is no longer depending on the 
EPA for information. Now the National Toxics Campaign 
maintains it's own laboratory to provide analyses of pollution 
samples for community activists. 

Despite the toxics movement's increasing sophistication 
the EPA still tends to treat citizen complaints as a community 
relations problem to be resolved after the agency negotiates 
policy decisions with the industries it's supposed to be 
regulating. "Superfund was the spark that ignited the citizen's 
toxics movement, but they are not brought into the process as 
real players," Walsh said, "instead citizens are forced into 
coming in at the eleventh hour and objecting to EPA's plans. 
EPA can't see it would be in their interests to work with citizens. 
Citizens could be their strongest ally." In fact near Uniontown, 
Ohio and on the Akwesasne Mohawk Reservation in upstate 
New York experts working for local residents have significantly 
improved Superfund clean up plans, but only after discrediting 
clean up plans negotiated with polluters by their EPA regional 
offices. 

Under present circumstances it's only fantasy to suggest 
that the EPA might see citizens as allies in a campaign to 
protect Americans from toxic waste. Actual events support the 
notion that EPA sees its role as protecting the balance of 
corporate power in the United States by encouraging 
Americans to see environmental degradation as inevitable, 
but not really dangerous. 

Such a radical statement demands an example. The 1986 
Superfund amendments mandated that each state file a plan 
for dealing with its future output of toxic waste by October 17 
1989. States that didn't file such plans could lose their federal 
Superfund money. The National Toxics Campaign wanted to 
see the state Capacity Assurance Plans (CAPs) used to force 



industries to adopt pollution reduction strategies to actually 
change industrial processes, recycling or replacing toxic 
chemicals so they don't end up as waste in the first place. The 
Bush Administration wanted to use the CAP deadline to force 
cities and towns to accept hazardous waste incinerators. 

"It's kind of the old Army Corps of Engineers approach, 
build big facilities," said Sanford Lewis, an attorney for the 
National Toxics Campaign. "It’s also a question of who do you 
choose to coerce? Do you coerce industry to reduce the 
amount of waste or do you choose to coerce the communities 
to accept dangerous facilities... It's a question of the 
prerogatives of what people can do with capital in this country. 
Telling people how to make products, that's a big no-no the 
government needs to begin to cross in order to have the safest 
environmental policies." 

On October 17 1989, CAP deadline day, toxics activists 
staged protests at all 10 Regional EPA offices and EPA's 
Washington headquarters. Reilly issued a statement saying 
that the agency would "strongly encourage that current and 
future CAP submissions include waste reduction.. .EPA will 
accept reasonable and documented estimates of waste 
reduction in CAPs." 

"However, it remains to be seen how forcefully the EPA will 
apply this newly stated policy," wrote Toxic Times, the NTC’s 
national magazine. Still the NTC has at least a foothold in the 
new EPA. But more important, thousands of Americans are 
struggling against the poisons that threaten to overwhelm our 
water supplies over the next fifty years. It’s almost a cliche to 
hear toxics activists say they weren't interested in politics until 
they started fighting their local polluter or dump site. But in 
the decade since toxic waste became a national issue 
thousand of victims of pollution have been forced to face the 
fact that in the United States of America capital shapes 
government policy. Those victims, once isolated and 
confused, have found a single voice and are asking questions 
that can only be answered by fundamental changes in the 
structure of U.S. society. 


For More Information: 

National Toxics Campaig n 

37 Temple Place, 4th floor 
Boston, Mass. 02111 
(617) 482-1477 

(Subscriptions to the NTC's quarterly magazine. Toxic 
Times is available for $15 per year, or free with 
membership in the National Toxics Campaign.) 

Citizens Clearinghouse for Hazardous Waste 

Box 926, Arlington, VA 
(703) 276-7070 

NTC is a coalition of thousands of citizens, statewide 
consumer organizations and environmental groups 
working to implement citizen-based preventative 
solutions to the nation's toxic and environmental 
problems. -Education and political pressure. 
CCHW focuses on support for community struggles. 



Through April 6 Kiki: Migrant family life in a South 
African Compound. A photo exhibition by Roger 
Meintjies/Afrapix at Gallery One, New England School of 
Photography, 537 Commonwealth Ave, Boston. Info: 437-1868 

11:00 am - 4:00 pm Through April 10 Personal Odysseys: 

The photography of Celia Alvarez, Munoz, Clarissa 
Sligh and Maria Martinez-Canas. Free. At the Cambridge 
Multicultural Arts Center, 41 Second St, Cambridge. 


Sun 1 7:00 p m Woman who shot Lenin: a p la y 

by Suetlana Boym. At the Charlestown Working 
Theatre, 442 Bunker Hill St, Charlestown. Admission: $12.50 
Info: 242-3534 

9:00 pm Rock Out for Central America. Music by the Earth 
Monkeys (Improvisational rock and jazz) and Shockra (funk 
and world beat). Tickets: $5. Proceeds to the Central America 
Education Fund and CASA. At Johhny D's in Davis Sq., 17 
Somerville St, Info: 776-2004. Wheelchair Accessible. 


8:00 pm. "In Korea: The Forgotten Wall!" Dr. Daniel 
Boone Schirmer asks, "If the 'Berlin Wall' can come down, 
why can't the 'Korean Wall’?" Music by a Korean chorus. At 
the Community Church Center, 565 Boylston Street, Copley 
Square. Free. Info: 266-6710. 


Mon 2 


Spanish Classes for Everybody: Learn 
espanol with the Central America Education 
Fund (CAEF), Old Cambridge Baptist Church, 1151 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge. Classes also held in Jamaica Plain and in 
Chelsea. Classes for beginners, intermediate and advanced. 
Classes run once or twice a week, in the morning, evening and 
on Saturdays. Classes for Health Care Professionals also 
available. The ten week term starts the week of April 2, $100 
and $170. Wheelchair accessibility arranged on request. 

Info: 492-8699 


7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Your Taxes Pay for War in Central 
America! Tax resistance clinics the first Monday of every 
month are being offered by New England War Tax 
Resistance. Learn how you can join with other non-payers 
and stop putting your tax dollars into war, weapons and 
intervention. At the Community Church of Boston, 565 
Boylston St, 3rd floor, (Copley Sq.). Info: 731-6139. Wheelchair 
Accessible. 


8:00 pm Maiden Voyages, by Bronagh Murphy and Honour 
Molloy. Written and performed by a former midwife at the 
Roto (the oldest maternity hospital in Europe) and a woman 
who was born there, this play presents vignettes of the women 
who give birth and who work at this Dublin hospital, providing 
maternity services. The language is lyrical, the brogue is 
thick, and the issues potent. Performance Art Vs. the Well 
Made Play: Form and Content. Join us after the reading 
for a panel discussion of the theatrical forms women are 
choosing for creative expression. We’ve noticed a growing 
trend toward one-woman shows, performance art and the 
exploration of "dangerious" and disturbing topics. Panelists 
will include: Ann Bogart, artistic director. Trinity Rep; Gloria 
Parkinson, playwright; Paula Vogel, playwright; and others. At 
Suffolk University. Part of the Women in Theatre Festival. 


TllGS 3 7:00 pm The 1990's: What Lies Ahead for 

1 U Central America? A benefit lecture by 

Noam Chomsky for CASA. David Scondras, Boston City 
Councillor, and Cathy Hoffman, Cambridge Peace 
Commissioner, both of whom recently returned from El 
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'The habit of considering racism as 
a mental quirk, as a psychological flow, 
must be abandoned ." 

-Frantz Fanon 


Psychiatrist , humanist t revolutionary , Frantz Fanon 
(1925-1961) was one of the great political analysts of 
our time and a leading spokesman for the concerns 
of Third World peoples . His books were major 
influences on Civil Rights , Anti-Colonial , and Black 
Consciousness Movements around the world . 
Author nf Black Skins . White Masks (1952), A Duing 
Colonialism (1959), Wretched of the Earth (1961), 
Toward the African Revolution (1964), (All Grove 
Press). See also Irene Gendzier, Frantz Fanon , 1973 
(Grove Press) 


r»-r| — 7:30 pm Images of Dignity and Struggle : 

1 nurs 5 Central America . Two films: Tiempo de Victoria 
from El Salvador and Fire from the Mountain , a US/ Nicaraguan 
co-production. At Jorge Hernandez Cultural Center, 85 West 
Newton St, South End, Boston. Films follwed by dancing. 
Admission $5. 


8:00 pm Growing Up Queer in America. Written and 
performed by Chris Cinque. Growing Up Queer is a 
one- woman show, a comic /tragic monologue taking us on a 
tour through one woman's version of Dante's Inferno. The 
play opens in "hell" (known to some of us as New Jersey), 
moves on to "purgatory" (Florida, replete with hot and steamy 
nightclubs) and winds up at the North Shore of Lake Superior 
where tour guide Chris Cinque finds paradise (that one 
special girl, with some mystic self-arwareness thrown in for 
free). Hailed from Seattle to LA to the great Midwest, 

Growing Up Queer has been described as the next step in 
gay and lesbian theater. After performance discussion, 
please join us. At C.Walsh Theatre, Suffolk University. Tix: 
$13/$11 


2:00 pm Big Butt Girls, Hard-Headed Women. 
Fri 6 Rhodessa Jones, Cultural Odyssey. 

A work in progress. Women waiting 
for bail, for mail, for the latest word concerning her child, the 
money from her man, the next visit from her sister, her 
mohter, and the word from her lawyer. The theatrics are 
based on the questions: "Is there a way to retrieve the lives of 
our sisters and their families?" Rhodessa Jones was a smash 
hit at the Festival in 1988. Her latest show emerges from her 
work with women in the city and county jails of California. 
Panel Discussion: Voices out of Prison. Join us for a 
discussion on the use of theater and the humanities in 
working with incarcerated women. Addressing the issues of 
empowerment and dignity, rehabilitation and the potential 
for change, panelists will speak about their experiences in 
creating pieces with women in prison, and will engage the 
audience in a discussion of the humanist issues emerging 
from this work. Panelists include: Jean Trounstine, faculty, 
Middlesex College and M.C.I. Framingham, Andrea 
Lowenstein, author This Place , faculty member, Goddard 
college; Sheryl Stoodley, actress, director of Ain't No Man; 
Ted Thomas, poet and playwright, former teacher, M.C.I. 
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g through April 11. Panamanian Peace Activist 


Nicolasa Tereros will visit the Boston area. 

CASA is coordinating several speaking events for her. She will 
present us with a very personal account of the recent US 
invasion of her country. Listed here are times and places of 
events cheduled so far. For info on these and other events, 
call A1 Saiz at CASA, 492-8699 


2:00 pm and 4:00 pm Ain't no Man Dragged That Moon 
Down Yet and me. I'm still alive and breathin'. Cultural 
Images Group with Tracie McGuiness and Lisa Odell. With 
director and performer Sheryk Stoodley, M.C.I. Lancaster 
inmates Tracie McGinnis and Lisa Odell will perform in a play 
about their lives before prison. Using theater, storytelling, 
music and videotapes of other women in the prison (including 
Zenaida de Jesus, the first woman in Massachusetts to die of 
AIDS), this play generously invites you in to these women's 
lives. After performance discussion. Tix: $8.00. At Suffolk 
University (ask at box office) Part of the Women in Theatre 
Festival. 

8:00 pm Dance Brigade. Dance Brigade (and its mother 
company Wallflower Order) has always been loved and 
lauded in Boston. They've created a new, high standard for 
the passionate melding of art, politics, and dance. 

Spectacular in execution, their original choreography 
redefines dance, blending theater, performance art, sign 
language, the martial arts and a range of dance techniques. 
This company is a showcase of dexterity , sophistication and 
power. ASL interpreted for the hearing impared. Tix: $14/ 
$12. At C. Walsh Theatre, Suffolk University. Part of Women 
in Theater Festival. 


8:00 pm "South Africa after Nelson Mandela's Release" 

Dr. Bernard M. Magubane, member of the African National 
Congress. Music by Alice Johnson & Andy Holiner. Free. At 
the Community Church Center, 565 Boylston Street, Copley 
Square. Free. Info: 266-6710. 


7:00 pm Panama Update. At Old 
Cambridge Baptist Church, 1151 Mass Ave. 
$2 suggested donation. 


Mon 9 


7:00 pm CASA Spanish Language 
Event for the Hispanic Community. 
At Horace Memorial Baptist Church, 35 Webster Ave, 


Tues 10 


10:30 am Build Homes Not Bombs Tax Day March. Meet 
at the Statehouse on the corner of Park and Beacon. Food, 
Political Theater, Music, What-not. Sponsored by Boston Jobs 
with Peace, 451-3389 and New England War Tax Resisters, 
731-6139. 

_ ^ Rituals of Writing.. Nicole Brossard. 

1 11 GS 17 The Aerial Letter is the most recent work 

of this radical feminist from Montreal. Among her others are 
Picture Theary and UAmer ou Le Chapitre effrite. At the 
Crone’s Harvest, 761 Centre St, Jamaica Plain. Admission: $5. 
Info: 643-7453. Wheelchair accessible. 


Th { Ofl 8:00 pm US/Central American Relations After the 
rxl ZU War: What's Next? Talk by MIT professor Noam 

Chomsky. At the Town Center Cafeteria (Mudge Way behind 
Town Hall) Bedford (wheelchair accessible). Sponsored by 
Bedford Central America Network. Free, donations welcome. 


8:00 pm Land and Liberty: The Green Political 
Economics of Henry George. Mitch Chanelis and Susan 
Witt. Black Rose Lecture Series. Free. At MIT Room 9-150, 
105 Mass Ave, Cambridge, info: 524-0781 


Sun 22 7:00 pm Utah Phillips in Concert. Benefit concert for 
AFL-CIO Local 66 Laundry Workers Union. Paine Hall, 

Harvard University. Tix: $10. Info: 628-8770. Wheelchair 
Accessible. 


IV /f 0 ^ through April 30 Behind the Invasion: 

JVlOn The Inside Story from Panama To 

Honduras. A key activist from each country will address the 
effects of present US policies on their homelands and how the 
US could build a more constructive non-military relationship 
with the Central American nations. For details call A1 Saiz at 
CASA, 492-8699 


Earth Day Wall Street Action (New York City). Greens 
and other radical ecologists plan to blockade the opening of 
the New York Stock Exchange the day after the "official" Earth 
Day. Greens want to highlight corporate responsibility for 
environmental destruction, expose the roots of ecological 
destruction in capitalism's intrinsic dynamic of endless 
growth, and call for a new ecological economic system based 
on grassroots political and economic democracy. Solidarity 
actions planned (so far) at other stock exchanges in Montreal, 
Ottawa, Vancouver, and San Francisco. Contact Earth Day 
Wall Street Action, P.O. Box 93, Plainfield, Vt, 05667 (802) 
454-7822 


8:00 pm Technology in the Service of the Anti-Apartheid 
Movement. Gretchen Kalonji, Professor of Materials 
Science at MIT. PRof. Kalonji has been working for many 
years in the Anti-apartheid movement. She is now involved in 
a project in computer science and electronics education 
organized in Tanzania for the African National Congress. She 
has thus found a way to merge her scientific and political 
commitments. At the Red Pipe Room, Weston School of 
Theology, 3 Phillips Place, Cambridge. Sponsored by Religion 
and Socialism Commission, DSA. Free. Info: 232-8755 


Til oc 7J, Myths Not to Live By: Escaping Patriarchal 
AUej) ^ Mythology. 

Georgia Stathopoulou. Georgia is a radical feminist from 
Greece who is studying as well as dismembering traditional 
mythology. Admission: $5 (for women only). At Crone's 
Harvest, 761 Centre St, Jamaica Plain. Info: 643-7453. 
Wheelchair Accessible. 

TA7 p A OCJ noon - 1 :00 pm Focus on Guatemala at 
the regular Wednesday Central 
America Vigil. At Park St. MBTA Station, Boston. Wear 
Guatemalan textiles if you have any. CASA's Guatemala 
Committee will bring banners. Info: 522-5128 


7:30 pm Dilemma I: Burundanga Boricua. Multimedia 
presentation on Puerto Rico by Poli Marical. At Jorge 
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maternity services. The language is lyrical, the brogue is 
thick, and the issues potent. Performance Art Vs. the Well 
Made Play: Form and Content. Join us after the reading 
for a panel discussion of the theatrical forms women are 
choosing for creative expression. We’ve noticed a growing 
trend toward one-woman shows, performance art and the 
exploration of "dangerious" and disturbing topics. Panelists 
will include: Ann Bogart, artistic director, Trinity Rep; Gloria 
Parkinson, playwright; Paula Vogel, playwright; and others. At 
Suffolk University. Part of the Women in Theatre Festival. 

r J’^j0g ^ 7:00 pm The 1990’s: What Lies Ahead for 

Central America? A benefit lecture by 
Noam Chomsky for CASA. David Scondras, Boston City 
Councillor, and Cathy Hoffman, Cambridge Peace 
Commissioner, both of whom recently returned from El 
Salvador, will be introductory speakers. At MIT Building 26, 
room 100, 77 Mass Ave, Cambridge. Sign Language 
Interpreted and wheelchair accessible. Info: Pam at CASA, 
492-8699 

7:30 pm Benefit featuring the youth speakers of the 1990 
Children of War Tour will be held at the First Parish 
Church, corner of Mass Ave and Harrington Road in 
Lexington Center. Proceeds will support Boston Area 
Educators for Social Responsibility and Children of War. For 
reservations, call BAESR, 492-8820 

8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Gay Fathers of Greater Boston: health 
issues of gay men. Free, At the Lindemann Center, 25 
Stamford St, 2nd floor. Revere Room. Info: 742-7897 

8:00 pm My Visit with MGM (My Grandmother Marta) 
by Edit Villareal, a staged reading. Three generations of a 
family that immigrated to the U.S. from Mexico present their 
lives to us over a period of time spanning from the youth of 
the grandmother to the motherhood and three marriages of 
her granddaughter. A realist /surrealist examination of the 
ways we are all shaped by the lives that went before us. 
Admission: $5. At Suffolk University. 

Do We Mean What We Say? Horizontal Hostility and the 
World We Would Create. Julia Penelope. Julia is the 
co-editor of The Original Coming Out Stories and For 
Lesbians Only. This spring will see two more of her works in 
print: Finding the LEsbians , co-edited with Sarah Valentine 
and Speaking Freely: Unlearning the Lies of the Fathers ' 

Toungues. Admission: $5, for women only. At Crone's 
Harvest, 761 Centre St, Jamaica Plain, 643-7453. Wheelchair 
Accessible. 

- Free English (ESL) and Civics classes for 

W 0 Cl 4 Amnesty Immigrants: from beginners to 
advanced students start on April 4. At the International 
Institute of Boston, 287 Commonwealth Ave, Boston. Call 
Louis Poulin at 536-1081 for an appointment, 

7:00 pm Children of War International Tour. Youth from 
South Africa, the Phillipines, Northern Ireland, Mozambique 
and El Salvador will give powerful personal accounts of 
growing up amidst armed conflict. Youth from Native 
American reservations and urban areas will provide an 
American perspective on violence. Keynote address by 
Dessima Williams, Peace Fellow at the Bunting Institute, 
Harvard-Radcliffe University. Presented by Tufts Peace and 
Justice Program in collaboration with the Experimental 
College Symposia Project. 

5:00 pm - 11:30 pm Support the Somerville-Perquin Sister 
City Project. Watch the Sister City telethon on Somerville 
Channel 3 (Cambridge 37, 54, 55, 66). See recent slides from 
Perquin, learn about El Salvador. Live music, interviews, 
prizes and more! All contributions from Somerville residents 
will assist Perquin, El Salvador. Info: 776-8944 

7:00 pm Open House at Boston’s National Organization 
for Women. At 971 Commonwealth Ave, Boston. Info: 
782-1056 


based on the questions: ”Is there a way to retrieve the lives of 
our sisters and their families?" Rhodessa Jones was a smash 
hit at the Festival in 1988. Her latest show emerges from her 
work with women in the city and county jails of California. 
Panel Discussion: Voices out of Prison. Join us for a 
discussion on the use of theater and the humanities in 
working with incarcerated women. Addressing the issues of 
empowerment and dignity, rehabilitation and the potential 
for change, panelists will speak about their experiences in 
creating pieces with women in prison, and will engage the 
audience in a discussion of the humanist issues emerging 
from this work. Panelists include: Jean Trounstine, faculty, 
Middlesex College and M.C.I. Framingham, Andrea 
Lowenstein, author This Place, faculty member, Goddard 
college; Sheryl Stoodley, actress, director of Ain't No Man; 

Ted Thomas, poet and playwright, former teacher, M.C.I. 
Framingham; Rhodessa Jones; and Joyce VanDyke, 
humanist, lecturer. Harvard Extension School. Tickets: $8. at 
the C. Walsh Theatre, Suffolk University. Part of the Women 
in Theatre Festival. 

Friends’ Ball Features Fashions From Yolanda Benefits 
Boston YWCA Child Care. The Friends of the Boston 
YWCA third annual "Renaissance and Renewal Ball", a gala 
dinner dance, will be held at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Boston. 
Entertainment features an exciting and unique fashion show, 
"Glitz ant the Ritz", with Yolanda Celluci, owner of Yolanda, a 
shop for the woman who really wants to sparkle. Celluci is 
nationally kown for her sensational wedding dresses and 
formal gowns. Other entertainment includes dancing to 
music from the A1 Tobias Ochestra. The Friends' Ball 
benefits several Boston YWCA Child Care programs 
including establishment of a scholarship fund to make child 
care available to low income families. Info: 536-7940x103 

8:00 pm Anarchism and Animal Rights: a Black Rose 
Lecture by Cynthia Newberry. At MIT room 34-101, off Vassar 
Street in Cambridge (enter through buidling 36). Info: 

524-0781 

9:00 pm - 1:00 am Dance Party to Benefit the Cambridge 
Ramallah-El Bireh Sister City Campaign. Live music 
with the Glen Shambroom Band. At Old Cambridge Baptist 
Church 1151 Mass Ave, $10 admission, $5 low income. 
Wheelchair accessible by advance notice. Info: 492-4934 

r t (7 7:00 pm The Woman Who Shot Lenin: a play 

1 / by Suetlana Boym. At the Charlestown Working 
Theatre, 442 Bunker Hill St, Charlestown. Admission: $13.50 
Info: 242-3534 

8:00 pm Clearing the Heart. Pearl Cleage, Just Us Theater 
Company. Pearl Cleage is lyrical, direct and engaging. 
Alternately funny, challenging, and delightful, her poetry and 
her presence make her one of the outstanding 
performers /writers in the U.S. today. In Clearing the Heart, 
she escorts you through five cycles of exploration and change. 
Speaking first to black women, Ms. Cleage also offers points 
of connection for all peaople, creating visions of lives lived 
more deeply and truly from the heart. Sally's Rape, 
performed by Robbie McCauley and Jeanne Hutchins. 

Sally's Rape is a journey from the present back to the time of 
Robbie’s great, great grandmother's struggle to survive on a 
Georgia plantation. Shifting between the story of Sally 
(Thomas Jefferson's slave mistress) and Thomas Jefferson's 
wife, and the story of a relationship between a white woman 
and a black woman today, Sally's Rape explores with power 
and caring the complicated relationships between white and 
black women. After performance discussion. Tix: $14/$12. At 
the C. Walsh Theatre, Suffolk University. Part of the Women 
in Theatre Festival. 


This company is a showcase of dexterity , sophistication and 
power. ASL interpreted for the hearing impared. Tix: $14/ 
$12. At C. Walsh Theatre, Suffolk University. Part of Women 
in Theater Festival. 

8:00 pm "South Africa after Nelson Mandela’s Release" 

Dr. Bernard M. Magubane, member of the African National 
Congress. Music by Alice Johnson & Andy Holiner. Free. At 
the Community Church Center, 565 Boylston Street, Copley 
Square. Free. Info: 266-6710. 


Mon 9 


7:00 pm Panama Update. At Old 
Cambridge Baptist Church, 1151 Mass Ave. 
$2 suggested donation. 

Til 1 0 7:00 P m CA ^ A s P anis h Language 

1 Li tb ±\J Event for the Hispanic Community. 

At Horace Memorial Baptist Church, 35 Webster Ave, 

Chelsea. Wheelchair Accessible. 

Spirits: Passions in the Gardens of Delight. Jeffner 
Allen. Jeffner is the author of Lesbian Philosophies: An 
Explanation and co-editor of The Thinking Muse. She also 
has contributed to Woman of Power, Trivia and other lesbian 
feminist publications. Admission: $5. For Women only. At 
Crone's Harvest, 761 Centre St, Jamaica Plain. Info: 643-7453. 
Wheelchair Accessible. 

TAT’ A T 7:00 pm Eyewitness Report from the 

** 6 Cl jL West Bank will be the subject of a 

slideshow and presentation by returnees from a recent trip 
sponsored by the Cambridge Ramallah-El Bireh Sister City 
Campaign. At the Cambridge Friends Meeting House, 5 
Longfellow Pk. (off of Brattle St) in Cambridge. Free. 
Wheelchair Accessible (except for rest room). 

7:00 pm Reproductive Rights Task Force Meeting at the 
NOW offices, 971 Commonwealth Ave, Boston. Info: 782-1056 

T *1 8:00 pm Ladygourd Sangoma: Look Above 

^ the Clouds. Ladygourd Sangoma creates 
original music drawn from Brazilian, Caribbean and 
African-American sounds, rhythms, folk tales and traditional 
ethnic instruments. The four women in the company, 
Ahmondylla Best, Tiye Giraud, Pamela Patrick and Pat 
Hall-Smith, have been widely seen and loved in Women of 
the Calabash, Urban Bush Women, and Song ofLawino. 

Their voices are resonant, their drumming is inspiring, and 
their stage presence delightful. This is the strongest and most 
exciting musical foursome we've brought to Boston. 1 ix: 
$14/$12. At the Strand Theater. 

Q-f *l/t 8:00 pm Mothers and Others: A Cabaret 
About Sexuality, Motherhood and 
Choice. Featuring Debra Wise of Underground Railway 
Theater in a benefit performance for Community Works. At 
Old Cambridge Baptist Church, 1151 Mass. Ave, Cambridge. 
Tix: $10 advance, $12 at door, $6 seniors and low income. 
Wheelchair ramp available. Info: 423-9555 

Sun 15 7:30 pm Renown Poets to Benefit Oxfam 

America. Poets Amy Clampitt, Gary Soto and Derek Walcott 
will read from their work for the Sixth Annual "Voices of 
Dignity" benefit for Oxfam America. Sanders Theater, 
Cambridge. Tickets: $6 in advance, $8 at the door. Info: (61 7) 
482-1211. 

^ ^ ^ through April 25. Representatives from 

iVlOn ±D each of the four progressive student 
organizations in Honduras will be touring Boston and 
the New England Area. They will speak about the effects of 
US militarization on the economy and social structures of 
Honduras. For details, contact John Donaghy at CASA: 
492-8699 



Tl i pc 0 4 Myths Not to Live By: Escaping Patriarchal 
1 Mythology . 

Georgia Stathopoulou. Georgia is a radical feminist from 
Greece who is studying as well as dismembering traditional 
mythology. Admission: $5 (for women only). At Crone's 
Harvest, 761 Centre St, Jamaica Plain. Info: 643-7453. 

Wheelchair Accessible. 

W pH 2 S noon - 1 :00 pm Focus on Guatemala at 

the regular Wednesday Central 
America Vigil. At Park St. MBTA Station, Boston. Wear 
Guatemalan textiles if you have any. CASA's Guatemala 
Committee will bring banners. Info: 522-5128 

7:30 pm Dilemma I: Burundanga Boricua. Multimedia 
presentation on Puerto Rico by Poli Marical. At Jorge 
Hernandez Cultural Center at Villa Victoria, 86 W. Newton St, 

South End, Boston. (Wheelchair Accessible). $12. Sponsored 
by Inquilinos Boricuas en Accion. Info: 262-1342 or 247-7536 

Thnr<; 26 7: °o P m How t0 Save t ^ ie Rainforesls - 

Randall Hayes, director of the Rainforest 
Action Network is an international leader in the effort to halt 
destruction of tropical rainforests and to protect the rights of 
their indigenous people. He addresses the need for 
immediate action and proposes an approach for developing a 
world-wide network to preserve this vital resource. At Faneuil 
Hall. 

6:00 pm American Pictures, a journey through the 
American underclass, is being presented on April 26 and 27 at 
the Yenching Library (2 Divinity Ave, Cambridge). This 
powerful and disturbing multi-media documentary of racism 
and poverty in the United States was created by Danish 
photographer Jacob Holdt as he hitchhiked around the 
United States between 1970 and 1976 as a vagabond, 
compiling interviews, music and slides, and documenting the 
causes and effects of racism in a uniquely powerful and 
personal way. Showings will be at 6:00 pm both eventings with 
a follow up workshop on April 28 from 9:30 am - 11:30 am in 
the Adams House Sr. Common Room. Admission: $2 
students, $3 general. Call 495-8607 to confirm times of 
showings. 

8:00 pm Song of Absence in the fall of the ashen reign. 

Conceived and directed by Stacy Klein. Double Edge 
Theatre, 5 Saint Luke's Road, Allston (1 block from the 
junction of Comm. /Brighton Aves, BC Green line), Tix: 

$15/$12 (students & seniors) & 1/2 price for repeat 
performance. Reservations: 254-4228 

Fri 27 8:00 pm Anarcho-Feminism: A Spectre Haunting 
Deconstructionism. Black Rose Lecture by Freida Gardner. 

Free. At MIT Room 9-150, 105 Mass Ave, Cambridge., Info: 

524-0781 . 

O Q noon March and Rally Against Child Sexual Abusers. 
31 0 rp^ e marc ] 1 begin at City Hall Plaza and end at the 

Boston Common where there will be a rally that will include speakers, 
musicians and an open mike speak-out. For more 
information and to help, contact: Jayne Habe: 628-4498 

on Deadline for submitting membership 
applications to Community Works, a 
federation of Boston Area nonprofits working for social 
change. Community Works raises funds for its member 
groups through workplace payroll deduction campaigns. 

Info: 423-9555 for guidelines and application. 


The deadline for the May issue will be: 
Friday, April 20. 

Send listings for your events to: 
What’s Left in Boston 
92 Green Street 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 
or telephone: 522-9671 
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Subscription / Donation Form 

□ $6. Low income subscription (1 year) 

□ $10. Regular one-year subscription. 

□ $18. Organization subscription (1 year). Gets your group five copies of 

the calendar per month to post in your office and distribute to 
members. 

(This sub is optional. Organizations may buy regular subs, or even low-income 
subs. But an Organization Sub would be a nice gesture of support for us and you 
will also receive the extra copies of the calendar. We hope of course that you will 
list all your events in the calendar.) 

One-Time Contribution (over and above subscription) 

□ $5 □ $10 □ $15 □ $20 □ $25 □ $50 □ $ 


Name. 


Address . 
City 


State . 


Zip . 


Make check payable to What’s Left in Boston, and mail to 92 Green Street, 
Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts 02130. 
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